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For to us a child is born,
to us a son given;
and the government shall be on His shoulder,
and His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

ISAIAH 9:6
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COVENANT PRAYER GUIDE INTRODUCTION

This guide has a simple aim: to help us grow in our love for God through time in His
Wor(?and prayer. The Bible teaches that in order to love God we need a relationship
with Him. Though we had caused alienation from God by our sin, God Himself has
nevertheless provided for that relationship in His overcoming the alienation through
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is God the Son. In union with
Christ, we now have intimate access to God as our heavenly Father. Scripture and
prayer are the means through which we experience, apply, and enjoy that relationship.
As we learn to pray, and as we learn to listen and obey tKe gracious overtures of God's
Word, we learn to live as God's children, loving and trusting Him more fully.

WHY DAILY PRAYER?

Why set aside fixed times every day for prayer? Why not simply pray unprompted,
when the stirring comes? Practically speaking, we are creatures attuned to rhythms.
We order our lives by sunrises and sunsets, by hours, weeks, seasons, and years. Daily
prayer is a way of consecrating our ordinar rﬁythms to God, ensuring that all of life is
offered to Him. C. S. Lewis once wrote, "Re?/ying on God has to begin all over again
every day as if nothing had yet been done." And so, it must. Our relationship with God
should take hold of our schedules as well as our hearts.

Historically speaking, this has been the way of God's people. Consider the testimonies
of the psalmists:

"Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law, he
meditates day and night" (Psalm 1:1-2).

"Evening and morning and at noon | cry out to you..." (Psalm 55:17). "
Seven times a day do | praise you..." (Psalm 119:64).

By the time of the first century, the ritual of daily prayer was formally embedded in
Jewish spirituality. There were several hours in tf\e day that marked regular times for
prayer. T'ﬁe first detailed miracle in Acts happened because Peter and John were going
to the temple "at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour" (Acts 3:1) for three o'clock prayers.
Peter's vision in Acts 10 confirming God's grace for the Gentiles occurred as he was
observing sixth-hour prayer, his noon devotions (Acts 10:9). The community that

athered after Pentecost devoted themselves daily to "the apostles' teaching and the
ellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:42).

The practice of daily prayer continued through the early church and expanded
consistently throughout time and culture wherever the gospel spread. Along with
Sunday worship and the sacraments, daily prayer remains a central way that Christians
all over the world express devotion to Christ.

But we might simply hearken back to Jesus Himself. Even being the eternal Son of God,
Jesus set aside times to pray regularly. He celebrated His dependence on the Father
(John 5:19, 30) and sought sanctuary in solitude with Him (Luke 5:16). If it was
necessary for Jesus who is "very God of very God," how much more for us who are
made to bear His image?
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WHY A PRAYER GUIDE?

A common objection to using a liturgy for devotions is that it restricts freedom,
deteriorating into heartless formality. However, if you have ever found yourself
repeating the same words and phrases over and over again in prayer "spontaneously,"
then you know that our own minds and experiences are just as restrictive. Guided
prayer is not meant to curb freedom but to bolster it by introducing into our prayer life
the language and imagery of the Scriptures.

Here are a few compelling reasons to use a prayer guide:

1.

It helps us to pray regularly.

Sometimes we may not pray regularly because we may not know where
to begin. A prayer guide takes the pressure off needing to make that
decision anew every day. It repeatedly says, "Start here." You do not need
a stirring, a reason, a plan, or consistency. Simply "start here" and let
God's Word lead you into prayer.

It helps us to pray biblically.

In this prayer guide there is no commentary from gifted Christian authors
or pastors. It is uncluttered, so to speak. The elements come either
directly from Scripture or from common worship. The majority of time is
spent in the Psalms, a book of the Bible meant especially for prayer and
worship. One of the encouraging messages reiterated in the Psalms is
that you do not have to put on a happy face to live the Christian life.
Praﬁin% biblically allows us to pray the truth of who we are while growing
in the hope of who we might yet become.

It helps us to pray communally.

Though we are praying indiviglually, we are doing so together, specifically
as a church body. This book is meant for this flock, in this time and place.
To know that others with whom God has joined us are reading and
praying the same words encourages us in our common journey. Prayer is
a communal activity as much as an individual one.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Use this guide however may be helpful to you. For many, that means using it just as it
is. For otEers who are already committed to daily reading plans or Bible studies, that
may mean skipping the Scripture readings and only using some of the other portions.
For those who are in the habit of family worship, you can adapt the guide to read and
pray together as a family.

Here are suggestions for each of the elements:
The Call to Worship

The Call to Worship is God's initiating with you through His Word. Read the
call, perhaps out loud. Receive God's invitation to worship Him as spoken to
you in that moment.

The Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Praise God for who He is as He has shown in His Word and in your life. Thank
Him for His presence and gifts in your life.

The Readings

The daily readings for this season are drawn from various passages in the Old
and New Testaments that outline the unfolding work of God's grace in
redeeming a people for Himself. These passages all anticipate or celebrate
one person, our Redeemer and King, Jesus Christ. It is finally His coming - His
presence, authority, righteousness, and glory - that we are asking God to
quicken whenever we pray, "Thy kingdom come." May the full scope of God's
Word continue to fill us with such a singular and vibrant hope.

The Prayers for the Day and for the Night

In the morning, begin by saying The Lord's Prayer, the model for prayer that
Jesus taught His disci ?,es. (You can find the words in the Appendix of this
guide.) Each phrase of The Lord's Prayer is filled with grace and challenge.
Say the prayer expectantly for the day ahead.

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession are opportunities for you to lay out
before God whatever burdens you carry as well as those others carry. Ask
Him for things. Ask Him for mercy. Ask Him to help you become more like
Christ.

The Closing Prayer is a way to conclude. All of the closing prayers draw from
The Book of Common Prayer and are unique to either morning or evening.
They are called "collects" because they gather our prayers together an
present them before God collectively as we go about our scattered lives. Pray
this prayer as your own in the confidence that others are praying with you.

The Confession of Sin

The Confession of Sin occurs at night as we review our days. It is an
opportunity to repent for the ways we have missed the mark and to receive
the grace we need for renewal and change. In the Appendix you will find a
longer explanation for the process of self-examination that fits here.
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The Words of Assurance

The Words of Assurance are God's promise to forgive, cleanse, accept, and
renew you in Christ. Hold onto these as you would anything of great value.
Return to them when doubts or disillusionment grow.

The Grace

The Grace is God's blessing on you as you go out into your day or lay your
head down to sleep. Receive it as a final word until you return to pray again.

Sundays

Sundays are unique as our time to gather and worship as a church family, to
celebrate once again the victory of Christ over sin and death. There are only
Psalm readings on Sunday because the liturgy of corporate worship is our
primary focus. Consider using the Sunday morning liturgy again at night for
personal prayer.

A Note for Families

This prayer guide can be a great tool for times of family worship. We suggest
letting any of those who are able take turns reading each portion: one person
reads the Call to Worship, another the Confession of Sin, another the Words
of Assurance, and so on. This ensures that everyone is involved in both
hearing and speaking the Word of God with one another. During the Prayers
of Praise and Thanksgiving and the Prayers of Supplication and Intercession,

ou may each say something aloud, no matter how short or clumsy (we are all
earners!). During the Personal Examination and Confession, take a minute to
pray to God personally in the quiet of your own thoughts. This is just one way
to use the guide as a ¥ami| . We encourage you to explore how it might best
help your own worship and devotion in your life together.

As a final word, there are many great reading plans, devotionals, and exercises to
encourage in us a life of prayer. This is a way to pray, only one among many that has
grown up in the history of God's people. Most important is not the method, but the
reality of loving and trusting God. May your relationship with Him grow.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

Morning Psalms: 146, 147

Mission: Britton Wood, RUF Area Coordinator, Tennessee and Alabama
Local Sister Church: Grace and Peace Presbyterian Church, PCA, Bowling Green, KY

Covenant Ministry: Men
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Evening Psalms: 111-113
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 4

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked upon the humble estate of his servant. (Luke 1:46-48)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings
Morning Psalms: 1, 2, 3

Reading the Bible Together: Isaiah 11:1-9
Prayers for the Day

The Lord's Prayer

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor ot light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (Psalm 27:4)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (John 1:1)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, in the wilderness of the Jordan You sent a messenger to
prepare people's hearts for the coming of Your Son. Help me to hear His
words and repent of my sins, so that | may clearly see tEe way to walk, the
truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession

Words of Assurance

In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Evening Psalms: 4, 7

Prayers for the Night

Grace

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom o? heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up

with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke
1:49)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 5, 6
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 1:26-31

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our civil leaders, that they would govern with wisdom,
justice, courage, and temperance.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, | hope. (Psalm 130:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. (John 1:3)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Gracious God, my sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what my lips tremble to name, what my heart can no longer
bear, and what has become for me a consuming fire of judgment. Set me free
from a past that | cannot change; open to me a future in which | can be
changed; and grant me grace to grow more and more in Your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace. (Romans 6:14)

Evening Psalms: 10, 11

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom o? heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 119:1-24
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 3

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our members who are struggling with doubts, that Christ
wouldlstrengthen their faith and ground them in the hope of His
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad
in him, because we trust in his holy name. (Psalm 33:20-21)

14 | COVENANT DAILY PRAYER GUIDE



EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Merciful Lord, You save the humble and bring down the proud. | confess that
| have become entangled with the cares of this world rather than abiding in
the Son. | have stressed rather than trusted, fainted rather than hoped,
presumed rather than sought You. Forgive me, | pray, according to the richest
mercies of Your grace in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. You
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)

Evening Psalms: 12-14

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

And now, O Lord, for what do | wait? My hope is in you. (Psalm 39:7)
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. (Luke 1:51)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 18:1-20
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 6:1-9:13

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your unbelieving friends and family members, that they
would receive and rest upon Christ as He is offered to us in the
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor ot light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
(Psalm 37:34)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. (John 1:11-12)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

O Lord, | cry out to you. You are my refuge and fortress, the only God in
whom | trust. Forgive me again for my sins and trespasses. | have strayed
from your counsel, trusted in my own devices, and exalted myself at the
expense of others. Even thou K my sins are numerous, | am confident in Your
deliverance because | am held tightly by the life, death, and resurrection of
Your Son, my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Evening Psalms: 18:21-50

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom o? heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:9)
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 16, 17
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 12:1-7

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your neighbors, that they would know Christ and grow up in
Him.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor ot light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
(Lamentations 3:26)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, You know well that | have not always obeyed You and
displayed the fruit of my salvation. | have not humbled myself in the face of
my weakness. | have not depended on the power of the Cross, but on my own
flawed morality and good intentions. | have cherished comfort more than
justice, peace, and goodness. Restore me as | seek Your mercy, for the sake
of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

| have blotted out |i/our transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you. (Isaiah 44:22)

Evening Psalms: 22

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom o? heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

For of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2023 | 19



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. (Luke 1:54-55)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 20, 21:1-7 (8-14)
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 15:1-6

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our baptized children, that they would grow up and
embrace the covenant promises that are theirs by faith.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. (Psalm
62:5)

20 | COVENANT DAILY PRAYER GUIDE



EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship
For from his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, though | take Your name on my lips, my heart is often far
from You. When | say, 'yes,' | don't mean 'yes,' and when | say 'no,' | don't
mean 'no.' | like to think well of myself, but find that my heart is laced with
self-protection, malice, and deceit. O Lord, for the sake of Your name, do not
remember me according to my sins, but according to Your great love. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Evening Psalms: 110:1-5 (6-7), 116, 117
Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that
Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his
side in the kingdom o? heaven, where he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

But as for me, | will look to the Lord; | will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me. (Micah 7:7)
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Morning Psalms: 148-150

Mission: Andy Young (pastor) and Oxford Presbyterian Church, England
Local Sister Church: Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA, Clarksville, TN

Covenant Ministry: Women

22 | COVENANT DAILY PRAYER GUIDE



Evening Psalms: 114, 115
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
MORNING PRAYER

Call to Worship

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked upon the humble estate of his servant. (Luke 1:46-48)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings

Morning Psalms: 25
Reading the Bible Together: Genesis 37:1-36

Prayers for the Day

Grace

The Lord's Prayer

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever?;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (Psalm 27:4)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (John 1:1)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, in the wilderness of the Jordan You sent a messenger to
prepare people's hearts for the coming of Your Son. Help me to hear His
words and repent of my sins, so that | may clearly see tEe way to walk, the
truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession

Words of Assurance

In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Evening Psalms: 9, 15

Prayers for the Night

Grace

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke
1:49)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 26, 28
Reading the Bible Together: Exodus 3:1-10

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our civil leaders, that they would govern with wisdom,
justice, courage, and temperance.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever?;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Grace

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, | hope. (Psalm 130:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. (John 1:3)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Gracious God, my sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what my lips tremble to name, what my heart can no longer
bear, and what has become for me a consuming fire of judgment. Set me free
from a past that | cannot change; open to me a future in which | can be
changed; and grant me grace to grow more and more in Your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace. (Romans 6:14)

Evening Psalms: 36, 39

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 38
Reading the Bible Together: Deuteronomy 5:1-22

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our members who are struggling with doubts, that Christ
wouldlstrengthen their faith and ground them in the hope of His
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever?;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Grace

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad
in him, because we trust in his holy name. (Psalm 33:20-21)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Merciful Lord, You save the humble and bring down the proud. | confess that
| have become entangled with the cares of this world rather than abiding in
the Son. | have stressed rather than trusted, fainted rather than hoped,
presumed rather than sought You. Forgive me, | pray, according to the richest
mercies of Your grace in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities
underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)

Evening Psalms: 119: 25-48

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

And now, O Lord, for what do | wait? My hope is in you. (Psalm 39:7)
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. (Luke 1:51)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 37:1-18
Reading the Bible Together: Joshua 2:1-21

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your unbelieving friends and family members, that they
would receive and rest upon Christ as He is offered to us in the
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everR;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
(Psalm 37:34)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. (John 1:11-12)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

O Lord, | cry out to you. You are my refuge and fortress, the only God in
whom | trust. Forgive me again for my sins and trespasses. | have strayed
from your counsel, trusted in my own devices, and exalted myself at the
expense of others. Even thou K my sins are numerous, | am confident in Your
deliverance because | am held tightly by the life, death, and resurrection of
Your Son, my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Evening Psalms: 37:19-42

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:9)
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
MORNING PRAYER

Call to Worship

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings

Morning Psalms: 31
Reading the Bible Together: Ruth 1:1-2:3

Prayers for the Day

Grace

The Lord's Prayer

Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your neighbors, that they would know Christ and grow up in
Him.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everR;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
(Lamentations 3:26)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, You know well that | have not always obeyed You and
displayed the fruit of my salvation. | have not humbled myself in the face of
my weakness. | have not depended on the power of the Cross, but on my
own flawed morality and good intentions. | Eave cherished comfort more than
justice, peace, and goodness. Restore me as | seek Your mercy, for the sake
of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

| have blotted out |i/our transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you. (Isaiah 44:22)

Evening Psalms: 35

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

For of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. (Luke 1:54-55)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 30, 32
Reading the Bible Together: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our baptized children, that they would grow up and
embrace the covenant promises that are theirs by faith.

Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inward|
digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever?;sting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Grace

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. (Psalm
62:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship
For from his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, though | take Your name on my lips, my heart is often far
from You. When | say, 'yes,' | don't mean 'yes,' and when | say 'no,' | don't
mean 'no.' | like to think well of myself, but find that my heart is laced with
self-protection, malice, and deceit. O Lord, for the sake of Your name, do not
remember me according to my sins, but according to Your great love. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Evening Psalms: 42, 43

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

But as for me, | will look to the Lord; | will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me. (Micah 7:7)
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
Morning Psalms: 63:1-8 (9-11), 98

Mission: Kevin and Wendy Twit, RUF Campus Minister and Campus Staff, Belmont
University

Local Sister Church: Grace Presbyterian Church, PCA, Cookeville, TN

Covenant Ministry: Youth
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Evening Psalms: 103
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

MORNING PRAYER

Call to Worship

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked upon the humble estate of his servant. (Luke 1:46-48)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 41, 52
Reading the Bible Together: 2 Samuel 5:1-5

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives ang reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (Psalm 27:4)
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EVENING PRAYER

Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (John 1:1)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, in the wilderness of the Jordan You sent a messenger to
prepare people's hearts for the coming of Your Son. Help me to hear His
words and repent of my sins, so that | may clearly see tEe way to walk, the
truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Evening Psalms: 44

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke
1:49)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 45
Reading the Bible Together: 1 Kings 6

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our civil leaders, that they would govern with wisdom,
justice, courage, and temperance.

Closing Prayer

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives ang reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, | hope. (Psalm 130:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. (John 1:3)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Gracious God, my sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what my lips tremble to name, what my heart can no longer
bear, and what has become for me a consuming fire of judgment. Set me free
from a past that | cannot change; open to me a future in which | can be
changed; and grant me grace to grow more and more in Your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace. (Romans 6:14)

Evening Psalms: 47, 48

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings

Morning Psalms: 119:49-72
Reading the Bible Together: Esther 4

Prayers for the Day

Grace

The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our members who are struggling with doubts, that Christ
would strengthen their faith and ground them in the hope of His

gospel.
Closing Prayer

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives ang reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad
in him, because we trust in his holy name. (Psalm 33:20-21)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Merciful Lord, You save the humble and bring down the proud. | confess that
| have become entangled with the cares of this world rather than abiding in
the Son. | have stressed rather than trusted, fainted rather than hoped,
presumed rather than sought You. Forgive me, | pray, according to the richest
mercies of Your grace in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. You
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)

Evening Psalms: 49, [53]

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace
And now, O Lord, for what do | wait? My hope is in you. (Psalm 39:7)
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. (Luke 1:51)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 50
Reading the Bible Together: Isaiah 9:1-7

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your unbelieving friends and family members, that they
would receive and rest upon Christ as He is offered to us in the
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives ang reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
(Psalm 37:34)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. (John 1:11-12)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

O Lord, | cry out to you. You are my refuge and fortress, the only God in
whom | trust. Forgive me again for my sins and trespasses. | have strayed
from your counsel, trusted in my own devices, and exalted myself at the
expense of others. Even though my sins are numerous, | am confident in Your
deliverance because | am helg tightly by the life, death, and resurrection of
Your Son, my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Evening Psalms: [59], [60], 33

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace

It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:9)
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

MORNING PRAYER

Call to Worship

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 40, 54
Reading the Bible Together: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your neighbors, that they would know Christ and grow up in
Him.

Closing Prayer
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy

the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
(Lamentations 3:26)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, You know well that | have not always obeyed You and
displayed the fruit of my salvation. | have not humbled myself in the face of
my weakness. | have not depended on the power of the Cross, but on my own
flawed morality and good intentions. | have cherished comfort more than
justice, peace, and goodness. Restore me as | seek Your mercy, for the sake
of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

| have blotted out |i/our transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you. (Isaiah 44:22)

Evening Psalms: 51
Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace

For of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. (Luke 1:54-55)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings

Morning Psalms: 55
Reading the Bible Together: Micah 5:1-5

Prayers for the Day

Grace

The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our baptized children, that they would grow up and
embrace the covenant promises that are theirs by faith.

Closing Prayer

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives ang reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. (Psalm
62:5)

48 | COVENANT DAILY PRAYER GUIDE



EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship
For from his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, though | take Your name on my lips, my heart is often far
from You. When | say, 'yes,' | don't mean 'yes,' and when | say 'no,' | don't
mean 'no.' | like to think well of myself, but find that my heart is laced with
self-protection, malice, and deceit. O Lord, for the sake of Your name, do not
remember me according to my sins, but according to Your great love. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession

Words of Assurance

To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Evening Psalms: 138, 139:1-17 (18-23)
Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will
make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed
not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who
seek him. May the darkness not blind us to the vision of wisdom
which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Grace

But as for me, | will look to the Lord; | will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me. (Micah 7:7)
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

Morning Psalms: 24, 29

Mission: Charles and Carol DeWitt, Madrid, Spain
Local Sister Church: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, PCA, Dickson, TN

Covenant Ministry: Kids
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Evening Psalms: 8, 84
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 25

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked upon the humble estate of his servant. (Luke 1:46-48)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings

Morning Psalms: 61, 62
Reading the Bible Together: Luke 1:26-56

Prayers for the Day

Grace

The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your
only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our
Reg’eemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to
be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (Psalm 27:4)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (John 1:1)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, in the wilderness of the Jordan You sent a messenger to
prepare people's hearts for the coming of Your Son. Help me to hear His
words and repent of my sins, so that | may clearly see tEe way to walk, the
truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Evening Psalms: 112, 115

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our
nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that
we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption
and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen

Grace

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2023 | 53



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke
1:49)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 66, 67
Reading the Bible Together: Luke 2:1-21

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our civil leaders, that they would govern with wisdom,
justice, courage, and temperance.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,J/ou have poured upon us the new light of your holy
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Grace

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, | hope. (Psalm 130:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. (John 1:3)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving Confession of Sin

Gracious God, my sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what my lips tremble to name, what my heart can no longer
bear, and what has become for me a consuming fire of judgment. Set me free
from a past that | cannot change; open to me a future in which | can be
changed; and grant me grace to grow more and more in Your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace. (Romans 6:14)

Evening Psalms: 116, 117

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

O Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace
and supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 72
Reading the Bible Together: Matthew 4:18-25

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our members who are struggling with doubts, that Christ
would strengthen their faith and ground them in the hope of His

gospel.

Closing Prayer
Almighty God,J/ou have poured upon us the new light of your holy
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Grace

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad
in him, because we trust in his holy name. (Psalm 33:20-21)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Merciful Lord, You save the humble and bring down the proud. | confess that
| have become entangled with the cares of this world rather than abiding in
the Son. | have stressed rather than trusted, fainted rather than hoped,
presumed rather than sought You. Forgive me, | pray, according to the richest
mercies of Your grace in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. You
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)

Evening Psalms: 111, 113

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

O Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace
and supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace

And now, O Lord, for what do | wait? My hope is in you. (Psalm 39:7)
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. (Luke 1:51)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 80
Reading the Bible Together: Matthew 16:13-28

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your unbelieving friends and family members, that they
would receive and rest upon Christ as He is offered to us in the
gospel.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your holy
incarnate WorJ:/ Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity ot the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
(Psalm 37:34)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. (John 1:11-12)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

O Lord, | cry out to you. You are my refuge and fortress, the only God in
whom | trust. Forgive me again for my sins and trespasses. | have strayed
from your counsel, trusted in my own devices, and exalted myself at the
expense of others. Even thou K my sins are numerous, | am confident in Your
deliverance because | am held tightly by the life, death, and resurrection of
Your Son, my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Evening Psalms: 146, 147

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

O Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace
and supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace

It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:9)
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 93, 96
Reading the Bible Together: Matthew 28:16-20

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your neighbors, that they would know Christ and grow up in
Him.

Closing Prayer
Almighty God,J/ou have poured upon us the new light of your holy
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you in the unity ot the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Grace

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
(Lamentations 3:26)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, You know well that | have not always obeyed You and
displayed the fruit of my salvation. | have not humbled myself in the face of
my weakness. | have not depended on the power of the Cross, but on my
own flawed morality and good intentions. | have cherished comfort more
than justice, peace, and goodness. Restore me as | seek Your mercy, for the
sake of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

| have blotted out |i/our transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you. (Isaiah 44:22)

Evening Psalms: 148, 150

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

O Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace
and supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace

For of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2023 | 61



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. (Luke 1:54-55)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 20, 21:1-14
Reading the Bible Together: Acts 4:23-37

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our baptized children, that they would grow up and
embrace the covenant promises that are theirs by faith.

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your holy
incarnate WorJ:/ Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Grace

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. (Psalm
62:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, though | take Your name on my lips, my heart is often far
from You. When | say, 'yes,' | don't mean 'yes,' and when | say 'no,' | don't
mean 'no.' | like to think well of myself, but find that my heart is laced with
self-protection, malice, and deceit. O Lord, for the sake of Your name, do not
remember me according to my sins, but according to Your great love. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Evening Psalms: 23, 27

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

O Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace
and supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace

But as for me, | will look to the Lord; | will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me. (Micah 7:7)
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

Morning Psalms: 93, 96

Mission: Harvest Prison Ministry and Men of Valor, Nashville
Local Sister Church: Redeemer Fellowship, PCA, Nashville, TN

Covenant Ministry: Diaconate
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Evening Psalms: 34
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MONDAY, JANUARY 1

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked upon the humble estate of his servant. (Luke 1:46-48)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 103
Reading the Bible Together: Acts 11:1-11

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your work, that God would bless others through the fruit of
your labors.

Closing Prayer

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of
Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray,
the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (Psalm 27:4)
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EVENING PRAYER

Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (John 1:1)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, in the wilderness of the Jordan You sent a messenger to
prepare people's hearts for the coming of Your Son. Help me to hear His
words and repent of my sins, so that | may clearly see tEe way to walk, the
truth to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Evening Psalms: 148

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

God our Father, in love you sent IXour son that the world may have
life; lead us to seek him among the outcast and to find him in those
in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Grace

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 2

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke
1:49)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 34
Reading the Bible Together: 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our civil leaders, that they would govern with wisdom,
justice, courage, and temperance.

Closing Prayer

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life
of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, | hope. (Psalm 130:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. (John 1:3)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Gracious God, my sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what my lips tremble to name, what my heart can no longer
bear, and what has become for me a consuming fire of judgment. Set me free
from a past that | cannot change; open to me a future in which | can be
changed; and grant me grace to grow more and more in Your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace. (Romans 6:14)

Evening Psalms: 33

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be
one family, and draw us into Your holy life through the birth of
Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 68
Reading the Bible Together: Galatians 1:6-24

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our members who are struggling with doubts, that Christ
wouldlstrengthen their faith and ground them in the hope of His
gospel.

Closing Prayer

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life
of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad
in him, because we trust in his holy name. (Psalm 33:20-21)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Merciful Lord, You save the humble and bring down the proud. | confess that
| have become entangled with the cares of this world rather than abiding in
the Son. | have stressed rather than trusted, fainted rather than hoped,
presumed rather than sought You. Forgive me, | pray, according to the richest
mercies of Your grace in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. You
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:19)

Evening Psalms: 72

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be
one family, and draw us into Your holy life through the birth of
Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace

And now, O Lord, for what do | wait? My hope is in you. (Psalm 39:7)
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 4

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. (Luke 1:51)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 85-87
Reading the Bible Together: Colossians 1:15-22

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your unbelieving friends and family members, that they
would receive and rest upon Christ as He is offered to us in the
gospel.

Closing Prayer

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life
of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity ofythe Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
(Psalm 37:34)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. (John 1:11-12)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

O Lord, | cry out to you. You are my refuge and fortress, the only God in
whom | trust. Forgive me again for my sins and trespasses. | have strayed
from your counsel, trusted in my own devices, and exalted myself at the
expense of others. Even thou K my sins are numerous, | am confident in Your
deliverance because | am held tightly by the life, death, and resurrection of
Your Son, my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Evening Psalms: 89:1-29

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be
one family, and draw us into Your holy life through the birth of
Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace

It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,
that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:9)
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 5

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 2, 110:1-7
Reading the Bible Together: Romans 10:12-17

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for your neighbors, that they would know Christ and grow up in
Him.

Closing Prayer
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life
of him who humbled himself to share our humanity,fyour Son Jesus

Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
(Lamentations 3:26)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship

And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, You know well that | have not always obeyed You and
displayed the fruit of my salvation. | have not humbled myself in the face of
my weakness. | have not depended on the power of the Cross, but on my
own flawed morality and good intentions. | have cherished comfort more
than justice, peace, and goodness. Restore me as | seek Your mercy, for the
sake of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

| have blotted out |i/our transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you. (Isaiah 44:22)

Evening Psalms: 29, 98

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be
one family, and draw us into Your holy life through the birth of
Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace

For of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

MORNING PRAYER
Call to Worship

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. (Luke 1:54-55)

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Readings

Morning Psalms: 46, 97
Reading the Bible Together: Revelation 21:22-27

Prayers for the Day
The Lord's Prayer
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession

Pray for our baptized children, that they would grow up and
embrace the covenant promises that are theirs by faith.

Closing Prayer

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the
peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your
presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives anc?/reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Grace

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. (Psalm
62:5)
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EVENING PRAYER
Call to Worship
For from his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16)
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Confession of Sin

Father in heaven, though | take Your name on my lips, my heart is often far
from You. When | say, 'yes,' | don't mean 'yes,' and when | say 'no,' | don't mean
'no.' | like to think well of myself, but find that my heart is laced with self-
protection, malice, and deceit. O Lord, for the sake of Your name, do not
remember me according to my sins, but according to Your great love. Amen.

Personal Examination and Confession
Words of Assurance

To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Evening Psalms: 96, 100

Prayers for the Night
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession
Closing Prayer

Our Lord and Savior, bless Your Word wherever it has been

roclaimed this day, and let it be a power unto salvation to all who
ﬁave heard it. Send out Your light and Your truth to all who are
without Christ, without God, without hope in the world, and lead
them to the knowledge of Your glory in the face of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Grace

But as for me, | will look to the Lord; | will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me. (Micah 7:7)
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APPENDIX

THE APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, dead, and buried:

He descended into hell;

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven,

And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy catholic church; The communion of
saints; The forgiveness of sins;
The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A WAY OF PERSONAL EXAMINATION

Consider God's holiness and grace, manifest in the life of the Son, Jesus
Christ.

Pray for God's presence and illumination. Ask God's Spirit to be with you and
for your eyes to be open as you consider your day.

Examine yourself prayerfully:

Search me, O God, and know my heart!

Try me and know my thoughts!

And see if there be any grievous way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24)
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Note the times throughout the day you have seen God at work in your
circumstances and in your heart. Name those ways in which you have resisted
God and His will.

Pray in deep gratitude for every sign of God's loving presence, and pray in
sorrow, repenting of any place you have resisted His loving will.

Receive the Words of Assurance for the day, leaning on the promises and
mercy of God.

Conclude in prayer, offering yourself body and soul, in your thoughts, words,
and actions, as a living sacrifice to God, which is your spiritual worship.
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CATECHISM SCHEDULE

Week 1: Monday, Dec. 4 - Saturday, Dec. 9

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

Week 2: Monday, Dec. 11 - Saturday, Dec. 16

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?

A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.

Week 3: Monday, Dec. 18 - Saturday, Dec. 23
Q. 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach?

A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what
duty God requires of man.

Week 4: Monday, Dec. 25 - Saturday, Dec. 30
Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

Week 5: Monday, Jan. 1 - Saturday, Jan. 6

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?

A. There is but one only, the living and true God.
Week 6: Monday, Jan. 8 - Wednesday, Jan. 13
Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;
and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.
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PRAYERS FOR MISSIONARIES
& MINISTRIES SUPPORTED BY COVENANT

Week 1: December 3 -9
Britton Wood, RUF Area Coordinator, Tennessee and Alabama

Father, thank you so much for the ministry of RUF. Thank you for the
leadership of Britton Wood as he guides campus ministers to have
great impact for the Lord on students in our area. Help Britton give
wise counsel to area campus ministers as they provide preaching,
teaching, and fellowship to students away from families and home
churches. We pray that students would grow in their love for Jesus
and share this with those around them as a direct result. We also ask
that through their efforts these pastors can reach many unbelievers
on campus, and they may come to a saving knowledge of You. Please
bless and encourage Britton and his family.

Week 2: December 10 — 16
Andy Young (pastor) and Oxford Presbyterian Church, England

Lord, we are so thankful for Andy's work with Oxford Pres and for You
establishing this church in the heart of Oxford in 2018. In this Advent
season, fplease bless Andy and this church community with a fresh
sense of longing for the coming of Jesus and His kingdom. We pray
for those coming to the church who have yet to protess faith in Jesus
as their Savior to be moved in this season of longing and anticipation
to repent and believe in the One sent for them. Encourage our
brothers and sisters at Oxford Pres, Lord, and expand Your kingdom
through their ministry. We would also ask that You grow us together
more as church partners in the coming year.

Week 3: December 17 — 23
Kevin and Wendy Twit, RUF Campus Minister and Campus Staff, Belmont
University

Lord, we thank You for all the ways that You work among students on
college campuses through the ministry of Reformed University
Fellowship (RUF). Bless Kevin and Wendy Twit and their team at
Belmont as they care for and love these students well. Please give
changed hearts to those that hear the gospel for the first time and
please grow the faith of those who already know You. We pray that
they may love You more and serve others welll We also ask for You
to continue to bless Wendy in her studies to become a licensed
counselor. In this Christmas season and time for students to be out
of classes, we also ask You, Lord, to give rest to Kevin and Wendy as
well as to watch over students during the semester break.
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Week 4: December 24 - 30
Charles and Carol DeWitt, Madrid, Spain

Gracious God, we thank You for Charles and Carol DeWitt and their
many years of missions work in both Mexico and Spain. We ask You to
encourage Charles and Carol and to bless the work of their hands as
they labor with a church plant in Madrid, and we pray for leaders to
emerge for this body as well as for growth in their numbers. In this
Christmas week, Lord, we long for this small church in Madrid to
rejoice in the wonderful gift of Jesus as their Savior and we long for
more in Madrid to become followers of Jesus through their ministry.
Please expand your Kingdom in Madrid in the coming year, we pray.

Week 5: December 31 — January 5
Harvest Prison Ministry and Men of Valor, Nashville

Father, we ask that You draw near to those who are in prison. We
thank You for the ministries of Harvest Prison Ministry and Men of
Valor and the work they do to care for men who are incarcerated.
Thank You for the many ways that they help these men transition
back into life after prison by sharing the gospel with them, helping
with job placement, and mentoring and discipling them. Give an extra
measure of grace to all those who serve with these ministries and as
a new calendar year begins, Lord, we pray that You will provide for all
their needs in t/%,e coming year as well as set more men free from the
bondage to sin!
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FAMILY WORSHIP IN THE HOME: A BRIEF GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

We are made to worship. It is not a question of whether we worship, but what (or
whom). As adopted children of the one living and triune God, worshiping him is what
we are made for. As the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins, our chief end is to
"%Iﬁrify God and enjoy him forever." The primary way we do this is through our worship
of him.

God's Word tells us that our sacrificial obedience in all of life is our continual act of
"spiritual worship" (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:14). The Bible also describes Christian worship
occurring in three particular ways, or locations. First, we worship corporately, or
publicly, as God's gathered people, called to be together physically in the same place
to sing, speak, listen, and participate in the sacraments together. In our corporate
worship, we practice the feast that will be our chief end for all eternity, when his
people from every nation, tribe, and language worship him together (Rev. 7:9; 19:6-9).
The priority of the visible Church throughout all ages until then is the regular practice
of corporate worship.

We also worship God privately, or secretly (Matt. 6:6), as individuals. By virtue of our
union with Christ as believers and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we enjoy a
privileged access and intimacy with our heavenly Father. By virtue of a right
understanding of Scripture and our protestant and reformed heritage, we understand
that Jesus Christ is our "great high priest" by whom we can "with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace" (Heb. 4:14-16), and we need no other intermediary. We are
created by, loved by, and saved and called to relationship with him as unique
individuals, and he is pleased to use his Word and Spirit — and our imperfect prayers —
when we are alone to grow and sanctify us.

The third way or location where worship takes place is also the least appreciated and
practiced: in the family. The famil holcfs a special place in Scripture ancfin God's
created order. While not all peop?:e are part of a natural family household in all seasons
of this life, it is an important means by which God calls the next generation of his
people to saving faith and builds and preserves his Church. One recent author calls
family worship a "neglected grace" of God.

In shepherding our congregation, the leadership of the church prioritizes corporate
worship and encourage private worship. Because it is also our desire to shepherd our
congregation into the regular practice of family worship, we provide the following brief
guide. We pray that it will help family worship become a joytul practice in your home if
it is not already and provide fresh encouragement and ideas if it is.

Please reach out to your Shepherding Elder or Deacon, or to any Pastor if you have
questions.

WHY FAMILY WORSHIP?

Scripture encourages us to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the next
generation. We do this when children participate in corporate worship, and parents
ﬁromise to "pray with and for" our children and to teach them "the doctrines of our
oly religion" in the baptismal vows. Extended family and church members promise to
assist parents in this work. The Old Testament also speaks of the responsibility of
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passing God's truth from one generation to the next within the family (Gen. 18:19; Deut.
6:6-7; Ps. 78: 3-4). As God's covenant people, we should have a deep appreciation of
the importance of our children in his redemptive story and should make sharing the
gospel with them a priority. Family worship is one way to make this a consistent part
of our busy lives. Family worship that is focused on God's Word and relies on his Spirit
will also encourage parents and anyone else who participates.

The reformed tradition emphasized family worship, and it is encouraged in our doctrinal
standards. The Westminster Confession of Faith instructs us that "... God is to be
worshiped everywhere, in spirit and truth; as, in private families daily, and in secret,
each one by himself..." (21:6). The Westminster Larger Catechism responds to the
question, "Is the Word of God to be read by all?"

by answering, "...all sorts of people are bound to read by themselves, and with their
families..." (Q.156). Finally, the Presbyterian Church in America offers strong but
succinct instruction in family worship in the Book of Church Order (BCO): "Famil
worship, which should be observed by every family, consists in prayer, reading the
Scriptures, and singing praises; or in some briefer ¥orm of outspoken recognition of
God. Parents should instruct their children in the Word of God, and in the principles of
our holy religion. The reading of devotional literature should be encouraged and every
proper opportunity should be embraced for religious instruction." (BCO 63-3 & 4)

In God's sovereign will, not everyone is part of a natural, "nuclear" family or called to be
a parent in all seasons of life, or perhaps in any season. God may also use family
worship to encourage and strengthen homes of the newly married, those without
children, those with an "empty nest", grandparents, widows and widowers, and homes
including multiple generations. Single people may be invited or ask to join the family
worship of others Eut need not feel left out or guilty if they only participate in
corporate and private worship.

WHAT IS FAMILY WORSHIP?

While we see family worship encouraged in Scripture and our doctrinal standards,
there is little definition or detail regarding what is looks like. Like private worship,
there is room for variation and a need for flexibility. Like other disciplines of the
Christian life, family worship requires wisdom, humility, patience, persistence, and
reliance on the Holy Spirit to accomplish whatever God intends.

In general terms, family worship should be set apart from other family activities,
focused on God and his Word, and include as many members of a household as are
willing and able to participate. It need not be "perfect", and it will likely look different
in dif?erent seasons. It may be as frequent as cﬁasired or practical for a given season
but should ideally be included in the regular rhythms of tamily life.

Family worship is not merely a meal together, movie or game night, or a family
conversation time. All of these are valuable but should be distinguished from family
worship.

WHO LEADS FAMILY WORSHIP?

In most households, the husband or father will lead family worship. If there is no father
in the home or if the father (or husband) is not a Christian or mature in the faith, the
mother (or wife), an older child, or a grandparent may lead. As in other areas of family
life, this leadership should not be heavy-handed, but sacrificial and joyful. The wise
leader will make family worship attractive and enjoyable because they are attracted to
and enjoy it (and its oﬁject- our heavenly Father) and will strive to avoid making it just
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a duty or another tiresome requirement. The wise leader will also spend time in prayer
and at least some preparation. Preparing for family worship as part of one's private
worship and prayers for their family can be especially fruitful.

WHEN TO DO FAMILY WORSHIP?

This will vary depending on family circumstances. There is no "best" time for family
worship. Morning will be preferred for some; evening or bedtime for others. Family
worship can occur at a set time in a family room, or around the dinner (or breakfast)
table after a meal. The frequency of family worship will vary as well. Some will prefer
daily worship; others may find weekly family worship is best

for them. Some find Saturday night family worship in preparation for corporate worship
is helpful (reading the Scripture passages and singing hymns that will

be part of corporate worship the next day sometimes helps younger disciples be
prepared and attentive in corporate wors¥1i ), or Sunday night in anticipation of the
week ahead. It should be as consistent and as frequent as possible but may change
with seasons of life.

HOW TO DO FAMILY WORSHIP?

Again, flexibility is encouraged. It will likely require some "trial and error" to find what
seems best for your family and will likely change over time as children (and parents)
age. The wise leader of family worship will engage family members for suggestions and
feedback. As with corporate worship, strive to be faithful in the means and trust God
with the ends.

The content of family worship may vary. To the inexperienced or those with young
children, we recommend keeping it "short and simple". Reading a verse or passage of
Scripture, singing a hymn together, and a brief prayer may be plenty for some busy
families. Adu?c families or families with older children may use a longer liturgy. The
Covenant Daily Prayer Guide can be used for family worship. Choose either morning or
evening readings and follow the guide (or part) to read Scripture and pray together.
Different family members may read different parts or pray. The Westminster Shorter
and Larger (longer) Catechisms were intended to instruct younger and older Christians,
respectively, and have been used for family worship in Christian homes for centuries.
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