July Prayer Devotional

Genesis 18:16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And
Abraham went with them to set them on their way. 17The LORD said, “Shall | hide from
Abraham what | am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19For | have chosen him,
that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by
doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has
promised him.” 20Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great and their sin is very grave, 211 will go down to see whether they have done altogether

according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, | will know.”

Martin Luther said, “Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance. It is laying hold of His
willingness.” The more | reflect on this statement and the character of God as He has revealed
Himself to us in Scripture, the more | believe that this is a crucial insight and encouragement in
our understanding of prayer. It seems that our default understanding of prayer is a perception
that God is opposed to, or perhaps indifferent towards, the requests we bring to Him as we
pray. Maybe we feel like we are trying to change His mind. | believe the best thing we can do to
encourage our prayer lives is to spend more time meditating on Him as He has revealed
Himself to us in the Bible.

In Genesis 18, we learn that the Lord was on His way to Sodom and Gomorrah to
“see for Himself” if it was time for Him to destroy them. We are told that the sins of these cities
were great in both their wickedness and abundance. It has been kind of the party line that the
“great sin” of these cities was some kind of sexual perversion, which is clearly on display when
the men finally get into the cities. However, the prophet Ezekiel tells us that there was more to it
than simply sexual immorality. Ezekiel 16:49-50 says, “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister
Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid
the poor and needy. They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So | removed them
when | saw it.” God had blessed them and given them material possessions beyond their
wildest dreams. All of this prosperity had made them proud. They enjoyed their prosperity and
built walls around their homes so they didn’t have to be exposed to those who were hungry
and homeless, and this was an abomination to the Lord. All of this had come to the Lord's
attention, and He was going to visit them personally.

There is a part of this story that is intriguing. Verse 16 starts off with the word “then.”
Something had happened before the discussion with Abraham in which God revealed to him



the purpose of His visit to the cities. If we read the first part of the chapter, we see that the Lord
and His two companions shared a meal with Abraham. It is worth noting that, although
Abraham mentions three times that the preparation needs to be done quickly, “quickly” is a
relative term. They couldn’t pull something out of the freezer and pop it into the microwave.
They had to make bread from scratch, kill a calf, dress it, and then cook it. | have been a hunter
for a long time, and | can tell you that the process of preparing an animal for cooking and
eating is time-consuming. The preparation of the entire meal would have taken at least a few
hours. Then there was the meal. All the while, Sodom and Gomorrah were sinning greatly
against the Lord.

So why was the meal not shared after the destruction of the cities? It could have been
a victory celebration of God's judgment and the destruction of the wicked. Why did He even go
in the first place? He is God, and He knows everything exhaustively. And when He did go, why
did He stop by Abraham’s tent on His way to the cities? Why on earth would He take three or
four hours to sit under a tree with Abraham? The short answer is that | don’t know. What | do
know is that at the end of that afternoon of unhurried communion with the Lord, Abraham was
moved to stand before the Lord and intercede for the cities instead of pronouncing judgment
on them. Maybe that was the purpose of this detour. Perhaps it was so that God, who is never
in a hurry, could allow Abraham to look into His heart for those cities. Abraham learned
personally that God took no pleasure in the death of the wicked. He desired that none perish
but all of them come to a saving knowledge of Him. In Luke’s account of Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem, we read that when Jesus saw the city, “He wept over it.” These were the
people who would nail Him to a cross a week later. Instead of anger and vengeance, Jesus
sheds tears.

God told Abraham of His purpose for the visit and then turned towards the cities. In
verse 22, we read, “So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the LORD.” Face to face with the Lord—-what if Abraham saw not anger, but tears?
Jesus tells us that if we have seen Him, we have seen the Father. Abraham then begins to
plead with God not to destroy the cities. Maybe it took a few hours of quiet time with the Lord
for Abraham to begin to understand God’s love for people. God was preparing him to become
the father of a great nation from which all the nations of the world would be blessed. Abraham
saw that God loved the people of Sodom, and Abraham was now seeking to lay hold of God’s
willingness to spare them.

| became a follower of Jesus in the mid-1980s. From the time | went to college until the
day of my salvation, | was living about as immoral a life as you can imagine. And then, for
reasons known only to Him, the Lord reached down into the pit and pulled me out. Not long
after that, | heard it said, “If God didn’t judge America, He would have to apologize to Sodom



and Gomorrah.” As | reflect on that statement, | am aware that if God had done to America
what He did to Sodom and Gomorrah in the late 1970s and early 1980s, | would be in Hell right
now. We read in 2 Peter 3:15, 'Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation.' |, for
one, am grateful for the patience of the Lord.

Let me encourage you to make it a priority to sit in the Lord’s presence in the quiet
time of your day and ask Him to break your heart with the things that break His heart. Ask Him
to give you His heart for a lost and dying world, and then, as you pray, like your father
Abraham, you will lay hold of His willingness to bless our church, our city, and our world.



