
September Prayer Devotional 

Matthew 15:21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he did not 
answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is 
crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not 
right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly.


	 This is a story about prayer - persistent, believing prayer that is born in the heart of a 
mother who loves her tormented daughter. It’s a story about the power, mercy, and goodness 
of God. It is a story that, among other things, should encourage us never to give up praying for 
those we love. 

	 We learn from Matthew’s account that she is a Canaanite. This implies that she is an 
idolater, an outsider, and one whose people were hostile to the God of Israel. That is all we 
know about her specifically from the text. We know that she loves her daughter, who is under 
some kind of oppression from a demon. Maybe the demon prevented the daughter from 
coming to Jesus through some physical or emotional disability. We don’t know why the 
daughter did not come to Jesus herself. We do know why the mother was coming. She loved 
her daughter and was feeling in her heart the oppression that her daughter was experiencing.  
1 Corinthians 13 tells us that love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and 
endures all things. She bore the silence of Jesus while she was persistently crying out to Him. 
By the way, that word “crying out” in this story literally means screaming…loudly, emotionally, 
and disruptively. She believed that Jesus was the Lord and that He had the power to command 
this demon to leave her daughter. She hoped that what she had learned about Him from the 
Hebrew Bible at some point in her life —that He was rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast 
love and compassion—would move Him to exercise His power on behalf of her daughter. She 
endured being called a dog. It is one thing to be ignored. It is quite another to be called a dog. 
A lesser love might have walked away and, with her feelings deeply hurt, left her daughter to 
continue to be tormented. Most of us likely have someone in our lives that we love that much, 
so we can relate to what is going on in the heart of this woman. It is instructive that her heart is 
so bound to her daughter's heart that in verses 22 and 25, she asks Jesus to have mercy on 
her, not her daughter. 1 Corinthians 13 goes on to say that love never fails. The ESV translates 
that as “love never ends.” It is safe to say that had Jesus not healed her at this time, she would 
have followed Him all the way to the cross, screaming to Him on behalf of her daughter. 

	 When Jesus casts out the demon from her daughter, He doesn’t commend this woman 
for the eloquence or theological accuracy of her prayer. They are both really simple prayers. He 
commends her for her “great faith.” The bible tells us that faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. How did that present itself in this story? She 
hoped that Jesus was powerful enough to cast out a demon and that He was merciful enough 
to do it for one of His enemies. We know that it was “great faith” because it would not be 
deterred from asking Him to do it. I recently heard someone quote Mac Holt, the RUF director 
at the University of Tennessee, as saying, “Our problem in prayer is not discipline, it is 
determination.” She didn’t come to Jesus with an acrostic or an outline of proper prayer. She 
didn’t have a liturgy that she worked through to reach the point where she could ask. She 
didn’t wait until the day of the week that she was supposed to pray for her daughter. She saw 
Jesus and made up her mind that He would have to do a lot more than ignore and insult her for 



her to stop crying out to Him. That is because she had no other options. He was plan A, and 
there was no plan B. 

	 One of the best encouragements for your prayer life is to read one of the biographies of 
George Muller. He was a man of prayer and his life story is a testimony to the power of a 
faithful God in answer to prayer. I would like to conclude with one of the biographies' accounts 
of his prayers for five people and how the Lord answered. 

“In November 1844, I began to pray for the conversion of five individuals. I prayed every day 
without a single intermission, whether sick or in health, on the land, on the sea, and whatever 
the pressure of my engagements might be. Eighteen months elapsed before the first of the five 
was converted. I thanked God and prayed on for the others. Five years elapsed, and then the 
second was converted. I thanked God for the second, and prayed on for the other three. Day 
by day, I continued to pray for them, and six years passed before the third was converted. I 
thanked God for the three, and went on praying for the other two. These two remained 
unconverted. Thirty-six years later he wrote that the other two, sons of one of Mueller’s friends, 
were still not converted. He wrote, “But I hope in God, I pray on, and look for the answer. They 
are not converted yet, but they will be.” In 1897, fifty-two years after he began to pray daily, 
without interruption, for these two men, they were finally converted—but after he died! Mueller 
understood what Luke meant when he introduced a parable Jesus told about prayer, saying, 
“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not 
give up” (Luke 18:1).


