
one, giving is a natural part of being a disciple and follower 
of Jesus.

Jesus said to his disciples, “when you do charitable deeds” not, “if 
you give” (Matthew 6:2). Hence, Christian giving is not optional, 
but rather essential to a life of formation and discipleship. We 
often hear folks say, “In the Old Testament, they had to give, but 
not in the New; now we only give if we want to.” This is clearly not 
Jesus’ teaching. He taught all his followers to be givers.

two, motivation matters.

Jesus taught his disciples not to give for the sake of being 
admired by men. “Take heed that you do not do your charitable 
deeds before men, to be seen by them,” he said (Matthew 6:1). 
When we give, we must be careful to examine our motives. We 
don’t give for recognition, reputation, or respect from others.  



three, our giving should give special attention to those 
less fortunate.

The Lord Jesus said, “When you do charitable deeds … 
(Matthew 6:2). Jesus is specifically teaching about “alms” in 
this passage: aid, charity, or benevolent offerings for the poor, 
i.e., those without the basic necessities of life (Matthew 25:34-
35; 1 Timothy 6:8). This is why benevolences are a part of our 
church budget. We are corporately committed to following this 
teaching from the lord.

four, our giving should be a confidential matter 
between us and God.

Again, in Matthew 6:3-4 Jesus said, “When you do a charitable 
deed … your Father, who sees in secret, will himself reward 
you openly.” When we give, we are not simply adding to the 
church budget, we are responding directly to God for his 
goodness and grace to us. Giving is therefore “as unto the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:23).

five, the word teaches that Christian giving is an act of 
worship, and the gifts are holy.

Moses taught the children of Israel that, “All the tithe of the 
land, whether of the seed of the land or the fruit of the tree, 
is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30). In this 
context, “holy” means set apart, unique, designated for a 
specific purpose. Therefore, Paul teaches that giving should be 
a part of our regular worship (1 Corinthians 16:2).



six, the Bible teaches that Christian giving should be 
sacrificial in light of the incarnation.

Many Christians argue about whether the tithe (10% of our 
income) is still the standard for our giving to the Church. 
Disputants usually want to show that less than 10% is fine. Paul 
settles the whole debate in one verse. He says, “For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, that you through his poverty might 
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). Christ’s self-giving is now the 
standard for our giving, and the tithe is only a small portion of 
what truly belongs to God.

seven, the word teaches that Christian giving should be 
done in accordance with our means.

Paul is quite clear on this, “For if there is first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to what one has, and not according to 
what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12), and he also said, “… 
let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may 
prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Paul is teaching two points (1) those 
who have more are expected to give more, and (2) the Lord 
never asks us to give what we do not have, or contribute beyond 
our means.

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory,
the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth is yours; 

yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head over all.
I CHRONICLES 29:11



eight, all that we give was first given to us.

The Bible says, “What do you have that you did not receive? If 
then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it” 
(1 Corinthians 4:7)? When we give we are simply passing to others 
what has already been graciously given to us (1 Corinthians 1:3-6).

nine, the Bible teaches that we should give willingly and freely.

We learn, “So let each one of us give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We learned in 
the first principle that we are taught to give and now we learn that 
it should be a willing gift. This is one of those Christian paradoxes 
that the world can’t understand. It is similar to the concepts that 
God is 100% holy and 100% loving at the same time or Jesus was 
100% God and 100% man during his ministry with us. Christian 
giving is both mandatory and voluntary.

ten, the Word teaches us to give cheerfully.

As Paul tells us, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
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